
Because of sin, God cursed the earth.  

The terrible results of our fall into sin and 

rejection of God are that everyone suffers care 

and sorrow and must fight a battle on this earth. 

Mankind does not realise they are the cause of all 

the misery they suffer. We are all inclined to 

blame others, or worse; we secretly blame God. 

Even though we don't dare say it openly, those 

thoughts can also live in us. How often don't we 

rebel in our thinking?  

That hostility toward God and our neighbour is 

deeply embedded in every heart; it is our own 

fault that we suffer trouble and sadness in this 

life. This result of sin affects both the rich and the 

poor. It makes no difference whether we are 

beggars or powerful monarchs. Grief and sorrow 

are in the palaces of kings just as much as in the 

cottages of the poor. No one is exempt.  

King Henry VIII, who ruled England from 1509 to 

1547, also experienced that. 

KING HENRY VIII 

See him sitting on his splendid throne in one of 
the many halls of his palace. Gloomily, he stares 
straight ahead. He looks resentful and dissatisfied. 
Occasionally he shakes his head sadly, clenches 
his fist, and purses his lips into a narrow line. 

Annoyed, he gets up and paces the floor with 
angry strides.  
"And yet it must happen," he mutters.  

Henry VIII, the mighty king of England, is angry 
because he cannot get his way.  
What does he want?  
Well, that's quite a story.  

Henry's parents had initially planned for him to 

train to be part of the clergy. They wanted him to 

become Archbishop of Canterbury. Canterbury 

lies between London and Dover. 

Henry's older brother Arthur was the crown 

prince; he was first in line to become king in his 

father's place. But what happened? Arthur died, 

so Henry VIII became king of England. Nothing 

came of his parents' plan to make him Archbishop 

of Canterbury. Henry will not wear the robe of the 

clergy but the crown of England! 

Although Arthur died at a 
young age, he was 
already married. His 
wife's name was 
Catherine of Aragon. She 
was the daughter of the 
king and queen of Spain. 
She was very wealthy. A 
life of luxury, abundance, 
riches, and honour lay 
before her. Could it get 
any better?  
It turned out so differently!  

She was still very young when she became a  
widow.  
Yet she did not remain a widow for long. She soon 
married her brother-in-law, Henry VIII.  
This marriage was against the law of the Roman 

Catholic Church! That rule stated that a man could 

not marry his brother's wife. (Based on the Old 

Testament law of Lev 20:21). The pope permitted 

an exception to this rule, and Henry married 

Catherine.   

They celebrated their marriage ceremony with 

great pomp and splendour, and Catherine was the 

favoured woman again. But she had much sorrow 
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in her life: two sons died as soon as they were 

born. Of the three daughters she had, only one 

survived.  

Meanwhile, John Wycliffe had sown the seed of 

the Reformation in England. His followers, called 

Lollards, were severely persecuted by Henry VIII, 

who firmly upheld Roman Catholic doctrines. This 

persecution came with much bloodshed.  

When the writings of Martin Luther spread, the 

people in England eagerly read them. In response, 

king  Henry VIII wrote a book defending the 

doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church. The pope 

commended the English king and called him 

"Defender of the Faith."  

The years passed by. Henry VIII continued to hope 

that he would have a son, but God did not grant 

that ardent wish.  

Naturally, many nobles and ladies-in-waiting 
served at the king's court. The name of one of 
those ladies was Anne Boleyn. King Henry fell in 
love with her, but she would not marry him unless 
he divorced his first wife, Catherine.  
He asked the pope to annul1 his first marriage so 

he could marry Anne.   

The pope would have none of it! Although the 

Church rules stated that he was not allowed to 

marry Catherine because she was his older 

brother Arthur's wife, the pope had permitted an 

exception then. Now the king requested that he 

annul that same marriage!  

However, in the meantime, the former pope had 

died, and another pope was head of the Roman 

Catholic Church. This new pope initially intended 

to give Henry VIII his way. But when he realised 

that Charles V, the emperor of Germany, 

disapproved, he would not consent for fear of 

Charles V.  

Perhaps you think, "What business was that of 
Charles V?"  

 
1 To annul means to make invalid, which is not the 
same as divorce. Henry, hypocritically, told the pope he 
should do so based on the Church’s rule of Lev 20:21 

Catherine of Aragon was an aunt of Charles V. He 

considered Henry's request an insult to his aunt, 

and he was right. 

HENRY VIII GOES HIS OWN WAY AND STARTS 

THE 'ANGLICAN CHURCH'  

That's why Henry VIII is pacing the floor, angry 

and dissatisfied. He wants to separate from his 

wife but cannot get his way because the new 

pope refuses to consent. 

However, the English king has no intention of 

accepting that. Out of the question! He must have 

it his way. If the pope refuses to approve his 

plans, he'll do it without the pope's consent!  

As in other countries, there was a papal envoy 

(representative) in England, a certain Thomas 

Wolsey. King Henry dismissed this envoy and 

appointed a new archbishop of Canterbury 

instead of Thomas Wolsey. The new cleric's name 

was Thomas Cranmer. Remember that name.  
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Cranmer immediately chose the king's side and 
supported him in his plans.  
He said:  
"King, you must not listen to what the pope tells 

you but act according to God's Word. In His Word, 

God forbids marriage with your brother's wife. So, 

it is forbidden, and you may not have her as your 

wife." 2 

Therefore, as Archbishop of Canterbury, Cranmer 

announced the separation of Henry VIII and 

Catherine of Aragon. He then officiated the 

wedding of the English king and his lady-in-

waiting, Anne Boleyn. 

These events rapidly became public knowledge 
and soon reached the ears of the pope. He was 
very displeased that the king had gone his own 
way, and he placed the English monarch under 
the ban. The king didn't care one bit about the 
pope excommunicating him. He retaliated by 
separating the English Church from Rome. He 
ordered the Roman Catholic clergy in England:  
"You may no longer obey the pope. From now on, 

I am the head of the English Church. The pope has 

no authority here anymore."  

They didn't pay the burdensome church taxes 
anymore. They closed the  English monasteries. 
Most of those monasteries were rich and 
possessed extensive estates. King Henry 
confiscated all those ecclesiastical possessions. 
They reverted to the state or the crown. King 
Henry took charge of them and used them as he 
pleased.   
He used some of those gains for himself. He could 

use that extra income well since he needed lots of 

money for his luxurious court life and many feasts. 

He gave some of the money to the nobility. He 

hoped this generosity would encourage the 

English nobles to support him. That way, he tried 

to buy the favour and friendship of the English 

nobles.  

But many Roman Catholics in England disagreed 

with the king's decrees. They did not acknowledge 

Henry VIII as the head of the English Church, and 

 
2 The rule of Lev 20:21 did not apply if the deceased 
brother had an inheritance in the family’s property. In 
that case the younger brother was to father a son with 

they opposed the new regulations. The king 

persecuted those people and put them to death.  

However, Thomas Cranmer, the new archbishop, 

agreed with the king. He agreed with the 

Reformation. So he was delighted that the king 

broke the pope's power in England. That lined up 

well with his plans! 

In those tumultuous days, England also received 

its own Bible. An English linguist, a certain 

Tyndale, translated the Bible into English. Those 

English Bibles were spread far and wide, and 

thousands read them. Because of that, many 

more Protestants came to England.  

The writings of Luther also received more 

publicity among the English people. They were 

translated into English and eagerly read. This work 

paved the way for the Reformation in England. 

But that was not the intention of the English 

monarch! True, the clergy no longer had to obey 

the pope of Rome. But king Henry thought he was 

the English pope! He would decree how to rule 

the church! But Henry believed the doctrine of the 

church must remain the same.  

He was hostile towards the Reformation. The 

Protestants, who disagreed with him, were 

persecuted. More than once King Henry had 

Roman Catholics and Protestants hanging on the 

gallows next to each other.  

The new English Church also received a name. 

From then on, it was called the Anglican Church. 

That was a State Church. The king decided on all 

important matters which concerned the church. 

his deceased brother’s wife to take the inheritance of 
his deceased father. In this story this text is taken out 
of context and misused for political purposes.   

William Tyndale and a section of the Tyndale Bible (1526). 
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The state ruled over the church. We know that is 

wrong. 

HENRY'S MARRIAGES AND DEATH 

In the meantime, Henry VIII 

lived his sinful life. His marriage 

to Anne only lasted five years.  

A daughter was born out of this 

marriage, the future Queen 

Elizabeth. We will hear more 

about her.  

King Henry VIII had Anne Boleyn 
beheaded on the scaffold. Henry falsely accused 
Anne Boleyn, knowing very well that this 
accusation was false, but he wanted to get rid of 
his second wife to marry another lady in waiting. 
Based on that false accusation, Anne Boleyn was 
condemned to death. How wicked! That was 
murder! This sinful behaviour went on constantly. 
Altogether Henry VIII married six times!  
Do you see what a wicked monarch he was, 

murdering his wives like that?  

Much more could be said, but this is sufficient to 

show that Henry was an evil king.  

He freed England from the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy, not because he loved the truth, but 
because he could not get his own way. He was 
and remained an enemy of the Protestants.  
Those English Protestants were called Puritans. He 

persecuted those Puritans and spilled their 

innocent blood until his death. God alone knows 

how many faithful believers were killed by his 

decree. He neither feared God nor regarded man. 

This wicked monarch's sinful conduct ended when 

he died in 1547. Then he had to render an account 

to Almighty God. How frightening to have to 

appear before God with hands stained with the 

blood of His children! That blood called for 

vengeance! 

KING EDWARD VI 

Henry VIII had one son. He was only nine years old 

when his father died. Yet he became king in place 

of Henry VIII. Naturally, young Edward VI could 

not rule yet. An uncle became regent, reigning for 

him for the time being. During those years, the 

Reformation in England went ahead with leaps 

and bounds because the young king supported 

the Reformation as much as he could.  

Edward VI had a Protestant mother.  

Many things changed. Edward banned the Roman 

Catholic mass and removed the images and relics 

from the churches. The persecution stopped, and 

the Protestants could enjoy peace and rest for a 

while. They celebrated Holy Supper the Lutheran 

way. We remember that Luther taught 

Consubstantiation. Luther said the Lord Jesus was 

physically present in the bread and wine; the 

Protestants in England believed that too. That was 

so sad!  

Thomas Cranmer, the archbishop of Canterbury, 

compiled a prayer book to which he added a 

selection of prayers to be used in the Church and 

at home. He also included an English confession 

consisting of forty-two articles. 

At the time, many refugees escaped from 
mainland Europe where persecution raged. They 
came because England did not persecute them. 
The writings of Calvin, who was active in Geneva 
then, were translated into English and distributed 
by the thousands. Calvin wrote letters to young 
Edward, advising him on complicated matters. 
Calvin also wrote letters to highly placed people in 
government. Because of this, the great reformer 
steadily obtained more influence in England. 
Things were going very well. The Church 
blossomed, and it looked like God's Church in 
England was heading for a prosperous time.  
And then? 
God's ways are often incomprehensible to us! 

Suddenly, when everything looked so promising, 
Edward VI died in 1553. We could ask:  

Anne Boleyn. 
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"Why didn't the Lord grant this promising young 
king a long life?" 
He could have done so much for the Church of the 

Lord and been such a blessing!  

But God's ways are different.  
Why did this happen? 
We do not know.  
One day God will reveal His perfect plan.  

The English Puritans mourned the loss of Edward 

when the news of the king's death reached them. 

However, the Roman Catholics rejoiced, and with 

reason, because... 

PERSECUTION AGAIN! 

In October 1555, some government workers 
erected two stakes in Oxford, where John Wycliffe 
was a university professor. A big crowd jostles for 
space at the large marketplace. However, a 
detachment of soldiers keeps them at a proper 
distance. Soon some guards bring two men to the 
stakes.  
The crowd makes room for them.  

Two ministers are about to be 

killed. One of them is an eighty-

five-year-old grey-haired man. His 

name is Latimer. The other, 

Reverend Ridley, is much younger. 

The Roman Catholic court has 

pronounced the death sentence on 

them, and now they are about to 

execute it.  

Both ministers had a peaceful 
night. Yet this was their last 
night on earth. We would expect 
that they would be afraid! But 
they weren't. One of Ridley's 
friends had offered to stay with 
him that last night, but Ridley 
had joyfully answered:  
"My breakfast might be bitter, 

but I am sure my supper will be unimaginably 
sweet." He meant: Breakfast time the following 
day would be bitter because then he would be 
burned to death, but his supper would be 
delightful because then he would be in heavenly 
glory. He firmly believed that he would enter 
heavenly glory when he died. And now that time 

has come. Both ministers calmly walk to the stake. 
Both kneel and pray to God for strength to endure 
in the hour of trial. After prayer, Ridley embraces 
the aged Latimer once more and calls to him:  
"Keep courage, brother; God will strengthen us."  
Soon both stand on the stake. The executioner 

lights the fire, and the flames quickly spiral 

upward.  

Shortly after, the Lord took the aged Latimer into 

eternal glory. The fire consumed his body until 

only some ashes were left, but his soul ascended 

to God.  

However, the fire of Ridley's stake would not burn 

properly. The wood just smouldered. That would 

have been quite torturous for the brave preacher. 

Finally, he asks the executioners to stir up the 

wood. They did, and it wasn't long before that 

faithful servant of the Lord also entered eternal 

glory. Such stakes burned daily in England. The 

persecution had begun again in all its severity, and 

Satan laughed.  

BLOODY MARY 

Edward VI's successor was his sister Mary. She 

was the daughter of Henry VIII and his first wife, 

Catherine of Aragon. That girl had to experience a 

lot while young. She saw and had to process how 

her father disowned her mother. Her own life was 

often in danger. A bitter hatred against the 

Protestants grew in her heart. She was a zealous 

Roman Catholic, and when she became queen of 

England in 1553, she immediately abolished the 

Anglican Church and restored the Roman Catholic 

Church. The English Church had to fully 

acknowledge the pope as the head of the English 

Church again.  

She ordered the bloody persecution of the 
Puritans. 
Hundreds of them lost their lives at the stake.  
That's why she received a terrible nickname. The 

history books call her Bloody Mary! 

The reign of 'Bloody Mary' was a terrible time for 

the English Puritans. Mary did not only persecute 

Puritans but also the members of the Anglican 

Church. In this challenging time, hundreds and 

hundreds who had first sought and found safety in 

Rev Ridley 

Rev. Latimer 



England fled to mainland Europe. They crossed 

the turbulent North Sea in all sorts of small 

vessels. Once 175 refugees left England together 

in two small ships. Many fled to the German city 

of Emden, where they were warmly welcomed 

and well cared for. 

The English queen Mary married Philip II, the cruel 
king of Spain.  
This union was perilous for the Church of the Lord 

in England. It couldn't be worse! Fervent Roman 

Catholic Spain allied with an apostate England to 

completely exterminate the Reformation in 

England. Together they threatened God's church 

with annihilation. Philip II, the relentless 

persecutor, who caused much bloodshed in The 

Netherlands, personally came to England to lead 

the Counter-Reformation. He would not allow one 

'heretic' to remain alive in England. He wanted 

them completely destroyed. That was his aim. 

Bloody Mary had a special hatred for Thomas 

Cranmer, the archbishop of Canterbury. Wasn't 

Cranmer the man who had advised Henry VIII to 

divorce his wife, Mary's mother, Catherine of 

Aragon? Wasn't he the one who married Henry 

VIII and Anne Boleyn?  

Oh, how she hated that man! So as soon as she 

became queen, she immediately had him arrested 

and imprisoned. When the two ministers, Latimer 

and Ridley, were burned in Oxford, Cranmer could 

see both stakes from the barred window of his 

cell. Then that aged man bent his knees and 

implored God for strength.  

THOMAS CRANMER 

Soon after, the keys rattled, and his cell door was 

thrown open. Cranmer expected it was his turn to 

burn at the stake. But to his great astonishment, 

he was treated very kindly. He was transferred to 

another building and splendidly cared for. They 

spared him the rough treatment to which they 

subjected other prisoners. He had no idea why 

they treated him so well. Soon after, they asked 

him with friendly, persuasive words to 

acknowledge that he had been wrong and that 

the pope was indeed the head of the English 

Church. Then the old man succumbed to so much 

kindness and signed the piece of paper on which 

his enemies had written that he revoked 

everything. 

The Roman Catholics were jubilant about this 

victory. Just imagine! The widely respected and 

honoured Cranmer had revoked everything! It 

couldn't be better! He was unaware that all that 

kindness was hypocrisy and that the purpose of 

the Roman Catholics was to have him walk into 

their trap.  

What a victory for the Roman Catholic Church! 

Splendid! But how vile and deceitful! Although 

Cranmer had recanted, Bloody Mary did not think 

of releasing him. He must still die! She would take 

revenge! The man who had caused her and her 

mother so much pain and sorrow must die! 

Nothing else could cool her fury. 

In March 1556, the cathedral at Oxford is packed 

with people. Before he dies, Cranmer must 

publicly revoke all. Although he had signed that 

piece of paper, he must also declare it publicly so 

everyone can hear it.  

Mary I or Mary Tudor. Also named Bloody Mary because of 

her persecutions of the Puritans. (1516-1558) 



Look, the grey-haired 

man laboriously 

ascends the pulpit. It 

becomes breathlessly 

quiet in the cathedral. 

Full of suspense, the 

audience waits to 

hear what Cranmer 

will say. His friends 

can't believe that 

Cranmer will deny the 

truth. His enemies 

rejoice in advance at 

the thought of their complete victory. But instead 

of publicly recanting everything, Cranmer 

solemnly declares with a trembling voice that it 

grieves him that he had signed that paper. 

Emotionally, he relates his inward strife and 

assures everyone that he deeply regrets his 

action. Now he no longer fears the death which 

awaits him. Then his eyes sparkle with 

enthusiasm, and his clear voice reverberates 

through the Church when he exclaims:  

"My hand has sinned by signing that paper. 
Therefore, my hand must be punished!"  
Then, stretching out his right hand, he concludes 
with these words:  
"This hand will burn first!"  

These words cause a terrific impression! 
Furiously, the Roman Catholics gnash their teeth. 

Their lowdown, crafty plan has failed! Instead of a 

glorious victory, they have suffered a tremendous 

defeat! Their eyes shoot flames of anger, and 

hatred is evident on their faces. They drag the 

aged Cranmer roughly to the prepared stake, to 

the same spot where the ministers Latimer and 

Ridley burned to death a year ago. There is no 

sign of their hypocritical kindness. They roughly 

tie Cranmer to the pole standing amid the 

firewood. Soon the flames dart up. A soft mutter 

rises from the crowds. 

They crane their necks. They notice that Cranmer 

puts out his right hand and holds it up in the 

spiralling flames.  

"Ah," they hear him say: "that unworthy right 

hand!"  

Immovable, the aged hero stands in the sea of 

fire. He holds his hand in the flames until the fire 

has burned it completely, and it is black and 

charred. But then the roaring flames also reach his 

body. Once more, he cries out something. Listen! 

The many spectators prick up their ears.  

"Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!"  

Those are Thomas Cranmer's last words. Soon the 

pyre collapses. The greedy flames die down. It is 

over. Deeply impressed, the crowd goes home. 

His death was a visible sermon to all who saw and 

heard about it. 

Bloody Mary avenged herself, but two years later, 
in 1558, she died while still very young.  
God summoned her before His formidable 
tribunal.  
She died without children and only ruled for five 

years. Then God spoke: "Thus far and no further." 

QUEEN ELIZABETH I 

Elizabeth, a half-sister of Bloody Mary, ascended 

the English throne in 1558. She was the daughter 

of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn. Elizabeth had 

experienced some difficult years when her half-

sister ruled. She publicly behaved like a strict 

Roman Catholic to save her life because her half-

sister Mary did not pity or spare anyone. But 

Elizabeth only pretended. As soon as she became 

queen, she immediately restored the Anglican 

Church - the English State Church - which did not 

acknowledge the pope as head of the Church. 

Elizabeth had no option, as the Roman Catholics 

Archbishop Cranmer 
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did not recognise her as queen of England. So she 

had to take strong measures against the Roman 

Catholics because their attitude endangered her 

position as crowned queen of England. 

She stopped the religious persecutions that 

violently raged during Bloody Mary's reign. She 

opened prison doors for all who suffered 

imprisonment because of their faith. Many 

refugees, who had fled England during the bloody 

persecutions, returned, as a cruel death was no 

longer a threat.  

The faithful Roman Catholics remained her fierce 

enemies until her death. They devised many plots 

to dethrone her.  

Elizabeth never married. She brought England 

back to the prosperity it had enjoyed before 

Bloody Mary's horrific persecution destroyed the 

economy. 

She was an intelligent, capable woman who knew 

what she wanted and ruled her country firmly. 

She often assisted and favoured The Netherlands. 

She permitted the Sea Beggars to regularly visit 

the English ports to sell captured ships and buy 

provisions, powder, and bullets. Later she forbade 

that because Philip II of Spain threatened her with 

war if she did not stop it. She yielded to that 

threat for then because she dared not risk war. 

Yet a few years later, after the murder of Prince 

William of Orange, she sent General Leicester, 

with his English troops, to the Netherlands to 

assist them in the severe struggle against Spain. 

True, it did not help much, and General Leicester 

did more harm than good, but that does not 

belong to Church History.  

Yet Elizabeth was not a God-fearing queen. On the 

contrary, she was not religious at all. She was 

indifferent and cunning. True, Elizabeth restored 

the Anglican Church and would have nothing to 

do with the pope of Rome, but she also 

considered the Puritans her enemies.  

The Anglican State Church was far from pure.  
The Anglican Church was mixed, in the sense of 

half Roman Catholic and half Protestant. It did not 

join the Reformation like the Church in Geneva 

but maintained the images in the churches, the 

crucifixes, the Roman Catholics' priestly garments, 

and many other things. That's why the real 

Protestants in England, the Puritans, would not 

join that Church. They separated from the 

Anglican Church and met in their homes instead. 

This behaviour did not please Queen Elizabeth, so 

she occasionally persecuted the Puritans, 

although that persecution was nowhere as fierce 

as under Bloody Mary.  

As mentioned, the real Roman Catholics were 

fierce opponents of Queen Elizabeth. In 1570 the 

pope put Elizabeth under the ban. A Roman 

Catholic citizen dared to nail that papal 

excommunication to the palace gate where the 

Anglican bishop lived, but he had to pay dearly for 

it. That action cost him his life because they 

caught him, and Queen Elizabeth hanged him as a 

traitor. 

The Roman Catholics and especially the Jesuits 

repeatedly tried to murder Elizabeth. Her life was 

constantly in danger. Once, the Jesuits tried to 

poison her. Another time they sent assassins to 

kill her with a dagger. Thankfully, all those Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603) Wikipedia 



attempts failed. They were always discovered on 

time, and the queen severely punished the 

offenders. They usually had to pay for their deeds 

with their life.  

In 1561, Mary Stuart, the 

queen of Scotland, had 

to flee her country. We 

hope to tell you more 

about that in the next 

chapter. Mary Stuart, a 

zealous Roman Catholic, 

fled to Elizabeth. She was 

a cousin of the English 

queen. But Elizabeth 

imprisoned her because 

Mary Stuart wanted to 

become queen of 

England. Later, Elizabeth 

even ordered her death. 

She could not act differently because her cousin 

Mary Stuart constantly threatened her. The 

Jesuits conspired with the Scottish queen to 

dethrone Elizabeth.  

THE 'INVINCIBLE' ARMADA 

At one point, England was in great danger. What 

had happened?  

The pope had given England as a gift to Philip II, 

the king of Spain, but Philip himself had to 

conquer England. We can provide large gifts like 

that too!!! Yet this monarch was as happy as a 

child with that papal gift. Quite silly and gullible of 

Philip! He did not think anything was wrong with 

having to conquer England himself. Didn't he have 

the papal blessing? So he would surely succeed! 

He could already see himself wearing the crown of 

England! He had an enormous fleet built, a fleet of 

more than one hundred and fifty large warships.  

This fleet was the well-known 'Armada', or 'The 

Invincible Fleet'. 

Ten thousand soldiers and sailors manned this 

fleet. Thousands of cannons would doubtless 

force the gates of England open.  

But an exceptionally fierce storm destroyed most 

of those ships. The angry waves dashed them to 

pieces against the rocky coast of Scotland, and 

most of the sailors and soldiers found their graves 

in the waves or were beaten to death by the 

embittered people. How sad the end of that 

'Invincible Armada'!  

But England rejoiced with immense joy! The 

whole country celebrated, lighting many bonfires. 

They also opened church doors to thank God for 

delivering them.  

Joy also broke out in the Netherlands. Philip did 
not only direct his enmity at England but intended 
to conquer the Netherlands next! The rejoicing 
countries had a commemorative medal forged 
and engraved with these words: 
 "God's breath has scattered them."  

"God's breath" referred to that storm. Not man's 

bravery, but God's power and might, which He 

now displayed in the realm of nature, had 

destroyed that powerful fleet. God alone deserves 

all honour for that.  

Yes, they thanked God for that victory in all 

Protestant European countries because if it had 

been successful and Philip II had managed to 

conquer England, that would have meant the 

destruction of the Reformation in Europe. We 

mention this event here because God's Church 

was directly involved. This significant venture had 

to fail because the Reformation was God's work, 

which man could not destroy. The Lord sent that 

severe storm, so everything had to end in 

complete failure. God does not forsake the work 

of His hands.  

See again the golden thread of God's rule, which 

He clearly shows in this history. Satan had to 

retreat, suffering a tremendous defeat. 

Mary Stuart, queen 
of Scotland 

(1542-1587) Wikipedia 
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The sorrow in Spain was great, but Philip II 
forbade wearing mourning clothes. The mercies of 
the wicked are cruel. This venture was a direct 
attack on God's Church, for in addition to cannons 
and soldiers, hundreds of Roman Catholic priests 
were also on the Armada fleet with large chests of 
medicines.  
Medicines?  
Were the English people sick? 
According to Rome, yes. Those chests contained 

thumb screws, tongs, and other instruments of 

torture by which they hoped 

to 'lovingly' bring back the 

deviating sheep to their 

Church again. But that whole 

plan and those 'loving 

medicines' ended up at the 

bottom of the sea, and very 

few Roman Catholic priests 

returned to Spain.  

Queen Elizabeth died in 1603. She remained 

unmarried. After her death, both England and 

Scotland united into one kingdom. At that time, 

James VI reigned in Scotland. He was a son of 

Mary Stuart, whom Elizabeth had killed. When 

Queen Elizabeth I died, there was no successor to 

the throne. So James VI 

of Scotland became 

James I of England as 

well as James VI of 

Scotland.  

Queen Elizabeth I has 

been of immense 

importance to England. 

She was an instrument 

in God's hand to 

preserve the 

Reformation in England 

from the threat of ruin. 

God continued to build His Church in England and 

Scotland. Many of God's people lived there. We 

hope to come back to that in future chapters. 

 

 

* * * 
 

 

The Armada caught in a heavy storm. 
https://www.worldhistory.org/video/2046/history-of-warfare---the-spanish-armada---full-doc/ 

James VI of Scotland 

became James I of 

England when Queen I 

of England died. 

Wikipedia 

The thumb screw 

‘medicine’. 

Wikipedia 

https://www.worldhistory.org/video/2046/history-of-warfare---the-spanish-armada---full-doc/


QUESTIONS 

1. What were the circumstances of Henry VIII's 

first marriage? 

2. Why was Henry named 'Defender of the 

Faith'?  

3. Why was Henry anxious to marry Anne 

Boleyn?  

4. Why did the pope refuse to give his consent?  

5. What was Henry's reaction to the pope's 

refusal? 

6. How did Cranmer help the king accomplish his 

goal? 

7. How did the king react to the papal ban?  

8. What results did this have for England? 

9. How did this event help pave the way for the 

Reformation in England? 

10. Why did Henry persecute the Protestants as 

well as the Catholics? 

11. List the changes made in England during the 

reign of Edward VI. 

12. What did Ridley mean when he said: "My 

breakfast may be bitter, but I am sure my 

supper will be unimaginably sweet"? 

13. Why were Latimer and Ridley condemned to 

death? 

14. Why was Queen Mary so bitter against the 

Protestants? 

15. Where did many English refugees go? 

16. Of what significance was Mary's marriage to 

Philip II? 

17. Why did Cranmer recant? 

18. Why did Cranmer say that his right hand must 

burn first? 

19. What did Elizabeth do to preserve her life 

during the reign of her half-sister Mary? 

20. What immediate change did Elizabeth bring to 

religious affairs after becoming queen? 

21. Why did Elizabeth consider the Puritans to be 

her enemies? 

22. Why did Elizabeth put Mary Stuart to death?  

23. What became of the 'Invincible Armada'? 

24. Of what significance was this to 

Protestantism? 

25. Identify James I. 

 

 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 

1. Of what advantage was it to the Reformation 

that Henry VIII separated from Rome? What 

was a disadvantage connected with this 

occurrence? 

2. Early during her reign, Queen Elizabeth stated 

that she 'made no windows into men's souls.' 

What might she have meant by this? Why did 

she later allow the persecution of Puritans by 

declaring their services illegal, imprisoning 

Puritans, or making them stand in the pillory 

for hours? 

a. Write a debate between one of the 

following: Henry VIII and the pope 

about the jurisdiction of the Church in 

England. 

b. Henry VIII and the pope regarding his 

first divorce from Catherine of Aragon 

(Use the argument of Cranmer in 

defence of Henry VIII)  

c. List ways the Jesuits differed from 

most other Roman Catholic groups. 


